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honest shop-assistant. He even complained of his
isolation. Dussardier, after a little hesitation, sug-
gested that they ought to call on Deslauriers.
Frederick, at the mention of the advocate's name,
was seized with a longing to see him once more.
He was now living in the midst of profound intel-
lectual solitude, and found Dussardier's company quite
insufficient. In reply to the latter's question, Fred-
erick told him to arrange matters any way he liked.
Deslauriers had likewise, since their quarrel, felt
a void in his life. He yielded without much reluc-
tance to the cordial advances which were made to
him. The pair embraced each other, then began
chatting about matters of no consequence,
Frederick's heart was touched by Deslauriers' dis-
play of reserve, and in order to make him a sort of repa-
ration, he told the other next day how he had lost the
fifteen thousand francs without mentioning that these
fifteen thousand francs had been originally intended
for him. The advocate, nevertheless, had a shrewd
suspicion of the truth; and this misadventure, which
justified, in his own mind, his prejudices against Ar-
noux, entirely disarmed his rancour; and he did not
again refer to the promise made by his friend on a
former occasion.
Frederick, misled by his silence, thought he had
forgotten all about it. A few days afterwards, he
asked Deslauriers whether there was any way in
which he could get back his money.
They might raise the point that the prior mort-
gage was fraudulent, and might take proceedings
against the wife personally,
"No! no! not against her!** exclaimed Frederick,
and, yielding to the e*4aw-cterk's questions, he con-